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783 May 26, 1899 

interviewed every individual I could hear of in any way ailing, and 
found nothing whatever in the nature of contagious or infectious dis- 
eases, in fact a most remarkable exemption from disease of any kind. 
Prom the interior I have reports of dysentery. This port continues 
remarkably healthy. 

NICARAGUA. 

Bluefields. — Acting Assistant Surgeon Goodman reports, May 10, that 
the sanitary condition of Bluefields remains satisfactory. 

CUBA. 

Sanitary report from Cienfuegos. 

Cienfuegos, Cuba, May 15, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report for the week 
ended May 13, 1899. The station now has all of the essential appa- 
ratus on hand and in working order, the 2 pumps reported missing 
having come on the last steamer from New York, as reported in letter 
to the Bureau. The personnel of the station is also complete, consist- 
ing of 1 engineer, 2 attendants, and 1 office messenger. The engineer 
has charge of the disinfecting ' pier and apparatus, and has everything 
ready for use at any moment. All the apparatus has been used or 
tested. A few minor alterations have been made to facilitate the 
handling and preserving of the station property, and we are now pre- 
pared to disinfect with dispatch all but large steamers. These could 
be disinfected thoroughly here, but it would require some time. The 
2 attendants act as boatmen. They take week on and week off as 
watchmen, the one on duty being at the wharf from daylight until dark 
to give prompt notice of approaching vessels, and to have everything 
in readiness for immediate boarding. The rowboat rented the first of 
the week is now being used for this purpose. She flies the national 
flag aft and the yellow flag forward when boarding. By direction of 
Surgeon Carter, inspection of baggage bound to New York was begun 
this week on the steamship Saratoga. All passengers, except 1 dis- 
charged soldier, being first class and the baggage being in good condi- 
tion no disinfecting was done. Each piece of baggage was labeled with 
the red inspected label, dated and stamped. The health of the city 
remains about the same as last week. The rains have not begun, how- 
ever, and good water is very hard to get. Thirty-eight deaths were 
registered, against 34 last week, of which 8 were from dysentery and 7 
from malaria. 

Respectfully, yours, S. B. Grubbs, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ.S.M.H.S. 

The Supervising Surgeon General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Sanitary report from Guantanamo. 

Santiago de Cuba, May 6, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to state that our sanitary inspector, Dr. Nin, 
reports as follows from Guantanamo : No other sickness has occurred 
on the British barkentine St. Paul. She will sail next week for New 
York. 

On May 3, the United States Army transport Thomas took the Fifth 
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United States Volunteers from Guantanamo. The case of yellow fever 
occurring on the St. Paul was noted on the bill of health. 

To-day a suspicious case is reported on the British bark Douglas, 
and the vessel has been placed in quarantine. She is loading sugar for 
New York. 

Eespectfully, yours, M. J. Rosenau, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General. 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Sanitary report from Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, May 18, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended May 18, 1899 : 

The week shows an increased mortality of 25 over the preceding 
seven days; there were 28 deaths from all fevers, against 16 for the 
preceding week. There were no deaths from yellow fever. 

The deaths from intestinal diseases remain stationary and will not 
increase until the rainy season sets in. 

But one United States transport entered and cleared, the McGlellan ; 
this vessel had an acting assistant surgeon of the Army aboard, who 
called at this office for suggestions as to the care of the vessel. The 
army supplies were discharged during the day at San Jose" wharf, the 
vessel going out into the open bay during the night ; even then offi- 
cers of the ship spent a greater portion of the night ashore, against 
the protest of the medical officer of the ship. The McGlellan received 
her bill of health for New York via Santiago. 

There are but few soldiers returning to the United States from this 
port. One company of the signal corps left on Saturday, April 13, by 
the Plant Line for Egmont quarantine station, after a thorough disin- 
fection of all company and personal effects. 

The disinfection of vessels here is being carried out with every 
attention to absolute sterilization of the vessel and all that they con- 
tain ; in fact, it is doubtful if it is possible to add to the work in its 
smallest detail. In every different process of disinfection we go 
beyond the prescribed rules of maritime disinfection, and with this 
carefulness, coupled with the complete apparatus on hand, it is safe to 
say that disinfection here is as thorough as at any station in the United 
States, and speaking from a personal knowledge, it is more thorough 
than it is at the average quarantine station in the Southern States. 

The weather is remarkably cool and pleasant for this season of the 
year. The thermometer has not yet registered 90°. 

Mortality for the week ended May 18, 1899, was as follows : Enteric 
fever, 7 ; pernicious fever, 2 ; malarial fever, 19 ; enteritis, 17 ; measles, 
4 ; pneumonia, 9; tuberculosis, 22 ; deaths from all causes, 155. 
Very respectfully, W. F. Brunner, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 



